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International Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame 

James P. Pappas Scholarship 
 

General Information 
 

Honoring James P. Pappas 
The James P. Pappas Scholarship is an annual award made by the Hall of Fame to an adult 
education major who is working toward the completion of a higher education degree. This 
scholarship was awarded for the first time in 2016.  
The James P. Pappas Scholarship honors Dr. James P. Pappas, founding Executive Director of 
the International Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame, for his tireless dedication to and 
support of the Hall of Fame and for his far-reaching contributions to the field of continuing 
education.  
In 1997, Dr. Pappas was inducted into the Hall of Fame and was a member of the Hall of Fame’s 
Board of Directors from its beginning in 1993 until his death in 2025.  
 
How to Apply 
The International Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame is pleased to offer a $1,000 USD 
scholarship each year to a U.S. or international adult education major who is working toward the 
completion of a higher education degree. 
All applicants must: 

• Submit the IACEHOF application form, college transcript(s), and a written essay via email 
to shannonjohansen@ou.edu. 

• In addition, two completed recommendation forms are required for each applicant. 
Applicants should instruct their recommenders to use the IACEHOF recommendation 
form. Recommendations should also be emailed by those completing them directly 
to shannonjohansen@ou.edu, 
 

Eligibility Requirements 
The eligibility requirements for the James P. Pappas Scholarship are as follows: 

• Be currently enrolled in an educational program which focuses on adult and/or continuing 
education or adult learning at a regional or nationally accredited institution. Acceptable 
majors include but are not limited to Adult and Higher Education, Educational Leadership, 
Educational Administration, and Educational Studies. 

• Be a first-time bachelor or graduate degree seeker. 

https://halloffame.outreach.ou.edu/Inductions/Inductee-Details/james-p-pappas
https://halloffame.outreach.ou.edu/Portals/1415/Assets/HoF_JP_scholarship_application_form%28draft%29%202025_1.pdf
mailto:shannonjohansen@ou.edu
https://halloffame.outreach.ou.edu/Portals/1415/Assets/Documents/jp_scholarship_recommendation_form_fillable_042025.docx?ver=xcW3CUB0uVrURiOxsZwxCA%3d%3d
https://halloffame.outreach.ou.edu/Portals/1415/Assets/Documents/jp_scholarship_recommendation_form_fillable_042025.docx?ver=xcW3CUB0uVrURiOxsZwxCA%3d%3d
mailto:shannonjohansen@ou.edu
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• Undergraduate applicants must have completed a minimum of 12 hours (units) with a 
cumulative 2.5 Grade Point Average (GPA) from the institution; graduate applicants must 
have completed a minimum of 6 hours (units) with a cumulative 3.0 GPA from the 
institution. Submit a college or university transcript from your current institution. 
Transcripts can be unofficial but must contain the Higher Education Institution’s name.  

• Ask two persons to submit recommendations. These recommendations must be 
completed by persons unrelated to the applicant who will attest to the applicant’s 
motivation, character, integrity, and educational pursuit. One recommendation must be 
from a faculty member or academic advisor. Each recommender must use 
this recommendation form. 

• Submit an essay on the topic below which will be judged on written content and writing 
skills and must range in length between 400-750 words.  

Essay Topic 
Describe what you believe are current issues and challenges in the field of adult education 
and/or continuing education. What do you see as future trends for the field? In what way(s) do 
you hope to impact the field? What is your personal philosophy of lifelong learning? 

 
Additional Information 

• Applications that are incomplete or are from ineligible individuals will not be considered. 
• Finalists may be required to provide additional documentation, if needed.  
• The winner of the scholarship will be invited to make a short presentation related to their 

essay or their studies, via Zoom, to a meeting of the Hall of Fame’s Board of Directors. 
 

 
 
 
 
  

https://halloffame.outreach.ou.edu/Portals/1415/Assets/Documents/jp_scholarship_recommendation_form_fillable_042025.docx?ver=xcW3CUB0uVrURiOxsZwxCA%3d%3d


6 

International Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame 
James P. Pappas Scholarship 

Recommendation Form 

Email application and attachments to: shannonjohansen@ou.edu. 

To be completed by Recommender. Your recommendation needs to address ALL of the areas below. 
Please follow the format below in preparing your recommendation. Please type or print your 
responses to the following.
 
Applicant’s Name   

1. How long have you known this student and in what context?
2. In 50 words or less describe the strengths of this student.

3. List the course(s) in which you have taught this student? (If applicable)
4. Please rate this student using the following criteria: (check one)

☐ Exceptional  ☐ Exceeds Expectations   ☐ Meets Expectations   ☐ Below Expectations
5. Describe the student in relation to each of the following characteristics:

a. Initiative:
b. Motivation:
c. Leadership:
d. Written expression (quality of writing):
e. Disciplined work habits:
f. Intellectual ability (promise):
g. Self‐confidence:
h. Potential to contribute to the educational enterprise in the future:
i. Class participation (if applicable):

6. Overall recommendation (Check one):
_____I recommend the applicant without reservation. (Additional comments) 
_____I recommend the applicant with reservations (Please list) 

Recommender’s Name: 
____________________________________________________________________ 
Signature: ________________________________________________ Date: 
_____________________________  
Institution/Organization Name: 
__________________________________________________________________ Title: 
____________________________________________________________________________________
____ 
Email address: ___________________________________ Phone number: 
___________________________  

For more information about the International Adult and Continuing Education Hall of Fame’s James P. 
Pappas Scholarship visit http://www.halloffame.outreach.ou.edu or send email to 
shannonjohansen@ou.edu. Deadline for receiving all application materials is May 1, 2026. 

mailto:shannonjohansen@ou.edu
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